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Laurny Clridees chic high-
rige home Beckons guests with
asuble come-hither gesture of
fragrance, Whether its the smell
g fo Malone candles burning or
sofrething-thie French culinary
echool grad (and 1997 James
Beard Award winner) is whip-
ping up in the kitchen, the 19%th-
floor abode is o sensory experi-
ence that greets all who enter as
warmly as the gracious hostess
who lives there,

A delicate blonde with radi-
ant skin and expressive eyes,
E:|ﬂr'||1!3|,' is the does-it-all Lype
who effortlessly serves up goat
cheese—siuffed Peppadew pep-
pers and 5L Germain Cham-
pagne cocktails while talking
mnodern ark and |9lh-EE'!‘ILUr]r'
furnishings over the faint sound
of Frou Frou, Lyle Lovett, or
Adele playing in the
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. f laridge = har ight-baighifil
ranm, which can comloinb
ey, "Thie mile of antigues &
PiEcEE with rosts ), sireneri S
accassories, lampe, and |
piveslLa sengs of eoeoniis
renily GECOMES QErsans L
&l fsr nErme

Equal parts editor, fashion designer, and

world traveler, Laurann Claridge

145 difl eye

for stylish details that conjure old-world

elegance in her high-rise apartment
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157 Lommy

background—and, in the pro-
cess, looks positively polished in
a tuxedo shirt and lounge pants.

She elegantly represents all that
she is: editor for a city magazine,
published author, fashion de-
signer, and world traveler. And
50 does her home, Painted in
varying shades of gray (mostly
Martin-Senour hues) through-
oul the bwo-bedroom retreat is
an edited combination of Euro-
pean antigques and structured

aprl - Ak mES

of-the-moment pieces acces-
sorized with family heirdooms
and eclectic finds from places
shes vigited. T don't want it to
be decorated, bul something
more meaningful)’ she says.

Like astory Claridge would
write for Houston's PaperCity
{where she's heen the fea-
tures editor for Len vears), her
L500-squarne-toot apartment
unveils itzelf—and a lot ahoul
its design-savvy owner—in a

Lapestry of well-chosen state-
menka, T bove Lhe ideg of creat-
ing a collected environment in
my home she explains, “where
rOGms. over Hime, become richly
layered and interesting as vou
add treasures from YOUT Erby-
els and pieces youve picked up
along the way, All of thoge layvers
and all af these little memories
give vour life se-much richness:

.-"-I'uj 345 one h:'|||' 4] ||‘||_' I,'.'.'l_l-_'_;'l,"'ﬁr'-
ald Tuxury loungewear company
Claridgé + King, which she owns
with her sister, Lizheth King,
Claridge brings that same mind-
sel Lo Lheir menswear-inspired
waomens line of crisp shirts,
rabes, tanks, comly boxers, and
pants, °1 really helieve there is a
strong Lie to how [ live and how
[ express mysell in terms of fash-
ion,” she says, “Claridge + King
is bhuilding a collection of basics
with a nod to subtle detail that
can blend easily with the pieces
vouve acquired in your ward-
rabe and staternent jewelry you
treasure. And that's mot all: Like
Claridge’s space, most of the line
comes in neutral shades of gray
and white and is packaged in a
matching pinstriped travel bag
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of pilloweaze, T have a fascing-
tion with the color gray and
have for vears, she says. T love
Lo live with gray and wear iL, too,
And whiles the ultimate neuteal,
crigpand clean. T dress much
like howw 1105 and deshan,

Raised'In a rural area of Con-
néctieut, Claridge admits she
“dikln’t. hoye access” to fashion
growing wp until being inspired
by famed Togne editor Diana
Vreeland. "Thad great expo-
sure Lo fashion at a young age
becauge of her book.” she says.

Interestingly, its all come full
circle for Claridge; she co-
authored Domestic Art: Crvated
frferions, a colfee-table Axbore
full of Houstons most inspiring
interior design, and her home

= mow @ source of inspiration in
its own right, with (tg thowghtfil
paint paletbe, walls of windows,
and custom add-onz, like dooe-
to-ceiling bookcases in her guest
room, Tnstead of a traditional
setup in this room, she opted
for an extensive library that
also functions as her office. T
love libraries, and T adore be-

ing surrounded by books” she
save. With hundreds of books
amassed on the two walls, Clar-
idze had two bookshelves cus-
Lom-made for the room, " They re
designed Lo pop oul in one piece
if you rermove the molding, just
in case the pest occupant T sell it
Lo doesn L enjov books as much
asl do’

Asg Tor Eiving up her guest quar-
Lers, she solved the problem
with a circa- 1820 Swedish settee
that can double as a daybed.
Expertly reupholstered by David




Longwood, the owner of Designers
Furniture Mz, who also created a 100
percent down mattress and bolsters

for it Claridge says the setlee is deceiv-
ingly cormfortable, "David found the box
gpring wis made with copper codls;
che savs, "Apparently that s quite rare Eo
find, since steel has been veed for quite
i long time. The plush Dransfield &
Ross linen pillows only add te Lhe uxe
look of Lhe sethee,

Each anbique ofyel dart in her home
Lells a narrative, from the master bed-
rooem armmoire thal just so happened Lo
have her initials carved on itg crown
Lo the chipped two-tiered bar cart

she labored Lo refinish in her parents
driveway, T must be an old soul; Clar-
idee says, T bove the idea that T'm just
Lhe termiporary caretaker of a piece that
used o belong Lo someone elze, and
one day someone else will possess L

I Lommy  apnd o asy sens
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“ I love the small,
tenleviteled delails,
lilee o mittered corner
0% ;?/;r«r/ lichin 74
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who | hope will enjov and care for that piece as
much as [ did”

When it comes to newer additions, Claridge
gravitates toward meaningful pieces like the Roval
Dream Crowns photograph that hangs behind

her sofa. Framed in a “Royal [cing Narcissus™
custom frame, the artwork is by her friend, New
York-based artist Rachel Hovnanian, and is part

of a collectivn on beauty pageantry. “I'm in art-
iring mode now!” she says. “That's the sort of
oud Hidive Lo happen upon, but the hunt for
right pieces is just as fun as the catch”

e

.Ciﬂ._riﬂ-ﬁ',e .u.l;? complements her homes paletie

W%EEM wls by Waylande Gregory that nod
to the gilkmirrors and o handful of other

& T
et .-"'_f".’rnnintr*rl vintage chalr uphnlstesed i Forfumy

= labirie galred wih & pasnled brsnch by Howslan anist

« James Farmer punciunie awall in the masior badroom

glimmering accents, *1 tend to Lie things room to
roqm, she says, “whether its thal blue licking in
the library and bedroom, a snakeskin tray in the
bathroom and snakeskin-patterned pillows in the
living room and bedroom, or white linen., This sort
of repetition can really unity a space and make it
simple to move pieces from room Lo room.”

These sorts of design principles never fail, but
theres something to be said for the natural com-
ing together of o space, of the culling and evolving
over Lime, just as Claridge has, during seven vears
in her place. "Td like to think [my home] is a reflec-
Hon of me, my travels, and the things I've collected
over Hime, she says. °T feel like its a comfortable,
easy place to be, toa?
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Buy anly what
youl lovel
Realby, truly,
madly, deaply
lowa! Don't settle
for “liks."
Arulre whiat
[zals so very
fight deep down
insge—oe 1t
fashion or home
clasign. Stick to
this credo and
you won'l have
any regretful
purchases.

e
2

Flay! Move things
aradund and have
fun welth your
erniranment
Why keen acces-
sories and fur-
niture stagnant?
Change and
rolate them with
pthers you've
stashed away for
a whike. | acguire
pieces with the
idaa Lhat il | tire
af them In one
roEn, | can move
them Inta anathe
fairly easihy.

aurann's

3

Diomn't forget to
update. While |
aspire to live with
a imeless sense
of stvie, | don't
want 1o get stuck
In & rut, efther,
Technolaogy and
the world arcund
LS Bre constanthy
changing, bring-
I te the fore
new things that
can enhance your
IIfe In countless
wiays, Embrace
change and
update your
sufrgundings and
your wardrobe
offer,

Domestic Art: Curated Interiors

_.ﬁ;fdﬁ @?A’#‘F—J

4

Cion't underesti-
mate the
power of stylish
accassories, (or
fashion or home
I'we dasignad
a collectian of
uncomplicated
cothing inlended
to be muttiasked
i myriad ways, |
love nathing bot-
ter than seeing
sameons lake a
Clarldge + King
piece and make
it complately
thelr own with
slatermant-worthy
BLCESSRNESs ang
thair Tavorila
wardrobe staples.

5

Great style is all
about the mix. It's
mofe Interesting
1o mix a designar
splurge with Gap
leans ar a set of
Fuinley D Qoo obs o
a nacklace from
Forever 21 .or
Target At home, |
Iove playing with
scale and ago
Filling a reem In
riaufral lenas with
contemparany
arl and ferniture,
blended with a
balance of
vintage and pre-
clows antlgues,
feels al ance
both Invigarating
io the eye and
narmonious

{hssoelinge, 200HE)

I nearly sold out in s fiest printing, and il
will ga Iinte s second printing seon,” Clar-
idge says Al the moment, Amazon.com is
selling copies of the first edilion for $801. IU's
Pecoming & colleclon's Hem quickhy,

“We had more than len years” warlh of fay-
ouils from the pages of PoperCily In Houslon
ard Dallas o ol from.. . Doing a Hook was
eamething that Hally Moore [editar-in-chief
and founder of PaperCily], Rob Brinkiay [Dal-
las co-editor of PoperCihy] and | meant 1o do

Iar a while, Hut the timing fell righl to refease
il in fall 2008

*Knowing we had a penchant for rather ec-
cenlric, curaled spaces complelely refllective
ol Ihe peopie inhabiling them, we fell il was
mparant 1o focus on houses and projedls
that refllecied thal peilicular sensitility
PoperCily Ras over The years gained a Ial-
oWwing in Bath Texas and across the nation
for aur viery unigue home coverage, and
these were the sorl of slories we found really
resanaled with readers”

oy aavn

Lowmy 1332



] -'/_.r/_.-' .-‘-:-._ .r'_."'--.f"'.l' + -./’.r.‘rj#:f;
¥ & .'
= Ve

N ’/
] ¥
M
i
. \ / i
\ 7 B " =i
Al W l‘;i.if-ﬁ\ ll"'.f r v
f 5 ;ﬂﬁ.ﬁ“l“ M i ’




eI

. L aure
(Cern ,:-’I- _':fi-"' :'l"i'{.ﬂrrf.-’?ﬁ r';.-'{ .

-

& f'.-'r.:l.r,ra'.';.r. ¥

umie or sconted cancles, 'm S0 intricuesd
s, espacially uncomman, small
rands. Fragrance and candles arg a
sureto oring Dack fram wWadr irawv-
y lirke yau wear 8 scenl or lighl a
e reminded af ks orglns | lene
ilmaost any fragrance by Frederic Malle
bt th 2 hwiar mast and gt stopped about
ime 5 Une Rose by Edouard Fléchier

ra r o
AOEEREY T,

It's the one litle splurge | do for myself aveny A
¢ T wnib s (11 affe e r
- Hally love whibe s, lody slipper o -Irr.-l"re-:;n:unllll.- fig ar company motin, Slaikige
THOS; | MEs il '-‘Iu'l'-. angd Juneg, pink fulips, sweet Ives; plays. and sleeps n her designs
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“The idea of

lally cool ard coy in summear, and |

re thie s2f of Legniin nans | had monag-
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